[Consistency of the histologic diagnosis of Lauren's classification of gastric cancer].
Lauren's classification of gastric cancer is usually followed in epidemiological studies thus requiring evaluation of its reproducibility. This classification defines 2 principal histological types: intestinal and diffuse with different proportions in high and low risk areas possibly being associated to different causal factors. The concordance diagnosis in an aleatory sample of 81 gastric carcinomas stratified according to the participation of 14 hospitals in an epidemiological study of 354 cases and 354 controls was analyzed. The initial diagnosis carried out was compared by more than 20 pathologists with the reclassification diagnosis by consensus of 2 pathologists by the proportion of agreement or concordance observed in the kappa index. Keeping the final reclassification by consensus as a reference, sensitivity, specificity and predictive values were also calculated. The proportion of concordance observed was of 78% for the intestinal and 90% for the diffuse with a kappa index of 0.55 and 0.74, respectively. Sensitivity for the intestinal type was of 88% and for the diffuse 81% with specificity being of 67% in the intestinal and 93% in the diffuse. Subjectivity in the interpretation of certain parameters necessary for histological diagnosis may be reduced by the elaboration of protocols in which the principal histological criteria to follow are detailed. Nonetheless, the distinction made between the two principal types, intestinal and diffuse, is valid enough to be used in multicenter epidemiological studies and in comparative studies.